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First, some acknowledgements:  I am grateful to Neal for undertaking to present this award to me, and for his overly generous words about my past.  When I served as Chair of this organization I had the good fortune to have Neal concurrently serve as President.  As a co-worker, Neal can make you look exceptionally good, and he did that for me.  I enjoy our time together on College projects, in other organizations, even in cases, and the occasions of having a drink and trying to solve the problems of the world, at which endeavor we have failed miserably.  Thank you Neal, and we especially thank you for your friendship.

In December, my wife Judie and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary, the Golden one.  Fifty years compacted are like fleeting shadows or passing clouds.  We were married while I was in law school, and she endured the 3 year tedium of my studies, living with my parents (for which I am still paying dearly), preparing for the bar exam, launching a professional career, and my electing to be a bankruptcy lawyer, with the attendant 24/7 routine.  Part of this award therefore belongs to her, and I thank her for her support for over 50 years and for her deep and abiding love.  
Likewise, I am delighted to have my son, Joel and his wife, Carrie, present.  Joel and I joined the Blank Rome family in 1984 before an anti-nepotism rule was passed, and we have been blessed with the good fortune of working together these many years in a major law firm.  Now it is I who am the student and he the teacher.

I am also grateful to the Distinguished Service Award Committee for recommending me for this honor, and to the Board of Directors of the College for implementing that recommendation.  Considering the past recipients of this Award, I am humbled by being included in such distinguished company.  I extend a special thanks to Jerry Smith, who encouraged me to take on a leadership role in the College.  
 My congratulations to Evelyn on the results of her term in office, and likewise to my good buddies, Dave Sykes for his new role as next Chair of our College and Joel Piassick for his succeeding me as Chair of our Foundation.  
Some very brief comments.  Sometimes a phrase here and there caught my attention and, in simple terms, set a goal to live by.  I just mention three that lit up the highway of my professional journey.  First, I do not remember much from my college days, but I do remember inhaling Browning, and the line “Ah but a man’s reach should exceed his grasp or what’s a heaven for?”  That captured me and I committed to keep reaching for more at every stage of my career.  To plateau was not an option.  Leon Forman, my mentor and partner and a past recipient of this Award, embellished that concept by encouraging me to “never stop learning.”   

The second is the Nike add:  “Just do it.”  It says so much.  No griping, no moaning.  Don’t be an observant critic.  Identify the goal, direct its implementation and don’t worry about who gets the credit.  Stay  off the sidelines, get down on the field and “just do it.”  
The third is “give something back.”  Professor King in his Keynote Speech at our College induction ceremony several years ago said it best just days before he passed away.  He was someone who lived the concept.  I was told long ago not to be a taker.  Giving something back is the decent human thing to do. 

This College of ours is a great institution and is a place to give something back.  It has come a long way in 17 years from the first class induction when I became a member.  Suzanne tells me that in one way or another I have served in some leadership capacity for over 13 years.  In that time I have observed a continuous deep and abiding commitment of College leadership to enhance the bankruptcy process and to give something back to our profession and the community it serves.  I applaud all of them for their dedication.  If one person can make a difference, imagine what 600 talented professionals can accomplish.  So I urge you to get involved, be supportive (time-wise and financially).  It will be worth the effort.

Before I close, I have been asked to say a few words about Leon Forman who passed away about a year ago.  Although we were a generation apart,  we both had a passion for the law which was the glue and joy of our partnership for 45 years.    He was a teaching assistant as a student at Penn Law and remained a teacher throughout a distinguished career.  He participated in numerous ALI-ABA and NYU sponsored programs, contributed to Collier, authored treatises on bankruptcy, taught at Temple Law, was a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference and was the first Scholar-in-Residence of this College.  He especially enjoyed debating the law in rarified air with the likes of Kennedy, King and Countryman.  
Leon remained at the top of his intellectual game into his 90’s.  He was a consummate professional and a formidable opponent.  He was the recipient of numerous awards and will soon be designated a “Legend” by the Philadelphia Bar Association.  In another era, he was a major contributor to elevate the bankruptcy practice to a high level of respect in the legal, business and financial communities of our nation.  We still miss him dearly and I regret that as my mentor and partner, he could not be here this weekend to share a happy occasion with us.


Leon observed that if you do it right, in later years you will have good memories.  Well, I do have them, and my association with this organization and so many of its members certainly holds a prominent place in my collage of wonderful personal recollections.


Some days are better than others.  Today, this is a feel good award for me and my family.  I again thank you all for this honor.
 DOCPROPERTY "SWDocID"  \* MERGEFORMAT 
3
3
 DOCPROPERTY "SWDocID"  \* MERGEFORMAT 

