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I am delighted to be here today on behalf of the College to present its Distinguished Service Award to Harvey R. Miller.
My ability to be objective about Harvey is questionable because one of my greatest claims to fame is that I hired him over 40 years ago.  It was one of the greatest acquisitions of legal talent ever made.  Especially since I had to explain to Harvey that while we needed additional staff to work on the Sire Plan Chapter X case, it might not be a permanent position.  Needless to say, he made it very permanent.

Harvey is a native New Yorker, born in the Borough of Brooklyn.  He was a good school yard basketball player – not bad training for the bankruptcy bar.  He attended Brooklyn College, graduating in 1954, coincidentally, along with my wife, Phyllis.  He went off to Germany to serve in the U.S. Army and married Ruth in 1955.  In an early demonstration of his advocacy skills, he persuaded the Major in charge of his unit to permit his discharge a little early so he could get back to the States and enter Columbia Law School in the Fall of 1956.  He graduated in 1959.  I met him in 1960 when we were both involved in the Jane Lee Stores Chapter 11 case.

Shortly thereafter, the “Professor”, as Charles Seligson was affectionately and respectfully called, and I concluded that Harvey would be a valuable addition to our small firm.  Harvey developed a close relationship with the Professor that lasted until his death in 1985; and a close relationship with me that continues to this day and survived the breakup of our firm, Seligson & Morris, part of which became my own firm – Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz – and the balance of which (including the Professor and Harvey) merged into Weil, Gotshal & Manges.

That breakup remains a strong memory for Harvey and myself – Harvey and I and the Professor were in a cab coming up from the courthouse and with Harvey’s support, I was trying to persuade the Professor and Harvey to join our new firm.  But the Professor was steadfast in his loyalty to J. Lincoln Morris, his longtime partner and Harvey was loyal to the Professor and so it was not to be.  

Harvey has gone on to have a most distinguished career as a bankruptcy and restructuring attorney; creating and leading an extraordinarily talented restructuring group, the largest such group anywhere in the world, representing debtors, creditors, trustees and other interested parties in a leading role in almost every major restructuring occurring in this country over the 30 year period during which he was a senior partner at Weil Gotshal & Manges.  Beyond that, he has been a significant part of building Weil from a modestly-sized New York firm into a national and international powerhouse.

He loves the law and the practice of law.  He loves being an advocate – in court – and out of court – with clients, adversaries and judges.  He is tireless in his preparation for that advocacy.  He loves keeping up with the law and somehow always knew what was happening in courts all over the country in cases involving issues in which he had an interest.
He had a distinctive style of practice.  He followed what had been the classic mode of practice 50 or more years ago.  The normal office work week in Harvey’s group included a half day on Saturday – Friday afternoons his door was open for any kind of question, business or personal – he was always willing to talk about problems.  Saturday morning, Harvey was there and so was most of the rest of the department.  It was a time for informal contact, the exchange of ideas, a casual lunch, as well as work.

On what remained of the weekend, he made prodigious use of dictating devices so that Monday mornings were a busy time for attorneys and secretaries.    He kept 3 secretaries busy with his memos, dictation, correspondence, appointments and phone calls.  I never appeared on a panel with him when I did not receive a letter from him within a day or two telling me what a pleasure it had been.  He did not carry his litigation bags – you arranged for cabs, cars, tickets, petty cash and all of the necessary stuff required.  He may have been a little old fashioned.  But superb legal work was done, he had a great eye for talent and took a personal interest in the lives of those around him.  He managed to combine being great with clients, with being an extraordinarily effective and tenacious litigator and yet being practical and capable of negotiating a deal.  A true triple threat.
Harvey also has had a very active and influential career as an educator, continuing, even now, to teach courses as an Adjunct Professor at New York University School of Law and a Lecturer at Columbia Law School (where he is now an active member of Dean’s Council).  He has also lectured at innumerable continuing legal education programs at the Federal Judicial Center Workshop for Bankruptcy Judges, the American Law Institute/American Bar Association panels; the Annual NYU Workshop on Bankruptcy and Business Reorganization, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and at many bar associations, law schools and business schools throughout the United States of America and in other parts of the world.

Harvey is a long time member and active participant in the work of the National Bankruptcy Conference having chaired its Chapter 11 committee for many years and has been an articulate advocate for his views on important legislative and other issues concerning reorganizations.

Harvey has authored and co-authored many highly regarded books, chapters and articles on significant legal and business issues concerning restructurings.

Through his leadership at Weil Gotshal & Manges, his teaching and his writing, he has acted as a mentor for an amazing number of bankruptcy practitioners, teachers and judges, including at least 17 members of this College.  He has been the single most important source of talent and leadership for many of the insolvency departments in other firms in New York City.

Harvey is a great story teller.  I often find myself on the phone or at lunch with him listening to him recount at length and with enormous enthusiasm and convincing attention to detail, what peculiar or noteworthy thing happened in a case yesterday or 10, 20 or 30 years ago.  Being funny comes easily to him.  He has the style of a stand up comic and he has eased the dryness of lectures, presentations of awards and other events with laugh-producing anecdotes and stories.  
For the past 25 years, he has been a co-chair of the annual UJA Bankruptcy and Reorganization Lawyers Lunch in New York.  Harvey may give the impression of being tough and all business, but his eloquent, heartfelt speeches on behalf of those in need of help has brought tears to eyes in the audience.  Harvey’s address last night with respect to the Consumer Bankruptcy Legislation which will soon become law was a demonstration of his passionate advocacy for justice and fair laws and compassion for those less fortunate in our society.  

Harvey is now an investment banker at Greenhill & Co., Inc., a career change he quickly and effectively managed.  He always dressed fashionably, more like an investment banker than a lawyer anyhow.  As a Vice-Chairman of Greenhill & Co. Inc., his legal and business acumen have already demonstrated a high value and his great talent for establishing fruitful long term client relationships continues to flourish.

His wife Ruth has been at his side through all of these years, helping him keep up-to-date in travel – fine food – the opera, the movies and Ruth’s particular love – fine wines.  

He is a great lawyers’ lawyer, a great clients’ lawyer, a great teacher, a great mentor and a great friend.  Unquestionably, he is a man for all seasons to whom I am very happy and proud to now present the College’s Distinguished Service Award. 
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